
[image: image1.wmf]
15 Dec 2003

PRINCIPLE – the source or origin of 
anything; a general truth, a truth so 
broad and sweeping that many other 
truths can be considered offshoots of it




PRAYER – I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, 
intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; for kings, and 
for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life 
in all godliness and honesty. For this is good and acceptable in the sight 
of God our Saviour; Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto 
the knowledge of the truth. I Tim 2:1-4

· For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, 
The Prince of Peace. Isa 9:6

· Jesus is the Reason for the Season.  Luke 2:10-14

· Lo, children are an heritage of the Lord and the fruit of the womb
is his reward. Ps 127:3 

· Angel Tree gifts for children of the incarcerated 

· Armed forces serving overseas for the holidays 

· Praise God for the capture of Sadaam Hussein
– pray for violence in Iraq to cease
– pray for justice to be done during his trial

· Definition of marriage (MA Supreme Court ruling) 

· Supreme Court review of "one nation, under God" 

· Presidential Prayer Team - www.presidentialprayerteam.org
Presidential Prayer Kids - www.presidentialprayerkids.org 

· Prayer Warrior for America - www.visionamerica.org/-support/prayer.htm

ENCOUNTER – And he called his ten servants, and delivered them ten pounds, and said unto them, Occupy till I come. Luk 19:13

Dec 25 - Christmas Day
Dec 31 - New Year's Eve (PRAYER!)

Jan 15 - Jan 27 - ICR NM Loop Tour
Speaker: Mike Riddle, former Olympic athlete and Microsoft communications expert
Contact Kerri Lambert at (619) 448-0900, x6020


Jan 15
Gallup NM
Lighthouse

Jan 16
Grants NM
OPEN

Jan 17
Albuquerque NM
Rio Grande Baptist Church

Jan 18
Albuquerque NM
Rio Grande Baptist Church

Jan 20
Cedar Crest NM
Cedar Crest Baptist Church

Jan 21
Santa Fe NM
Grace Community Church

Jan 22
Santa Fe NM
OPEN

Jan 23
Espanola NM
First Baptist Espanola

Jan 24
Los Alamos NM
OPEN

Jan 25
Socorro NM
OPEN

Jan 25
Las Cruces NM
OPEN

Jan 27
Deming NM
OPEN


Ongoing
1st Thur, 8-9:30am - Rio Grande Pastor's Alliance, 821-1993


UNDERSTANDING - And of the children of Issachar, which were men 
that had understanding of the time, to know what Israel ought to do; the heads 
of them were two hundred; and all their brethren were at their commandment. 
I Chron 12:32

· Contents: 
Christmas Gift Ideas
Vision America – America Plan
Meeting up in the Real World
Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act
FOF Calls on Congress to “Clean House” at the FCC 
Financial Accountability
– 
· Christmas Gift Ideas. Give something that will last throughout the year.
- Buy a gift for Angel Tree (contact your local church)
- Focus on the Family Christmas Gift Ideas
- Focus on the Family Magazines
- Creation Magazine or Creation Journal
- Guideposts Magazines
- World Vision Gifts of Hope
–

· Vision America – America Plan. visionamerica.org/-about/americaplan.htm
"7 step" program that spells A.M.E.R.I.C.A.

- Articulate the Biblical basis for Christian citizenship
- Motivate the congregation to begin taking their civic responsibilities seriously    
- Educate the congregation on the 'Why' and 'How' of civic involvement    
- Register to vote All eligible adults in the church    
- Inform the congregation about important policy and moral issues    
- Coordinate, as appropriate, with other like-minded churches in the community        
- Activate the Congregation    

Articulate the Biblical basis for Christian citizenship.  Speak to the crucial moral issues of the day and communicate why Christians must be active citizens, influencing public policy on matters with Biblical perspective.    Do you have a venue for sharing your convictions?  If not, try Meetup.com (see next article).  Do you have questions about the Biblical basis for Christian Citizenship?  See resources below (esp. American Christian History Institute, Pilgrim Institute, and Wallbuilders.  Under development, the website Principles examines Biblical principles for American government and a process for evaluating the Christian/Biblical influence on early American history.  A study/discussion group is also under development at Foothills Fellowship (294-0016).
–

· Meeting up in the Real World
Politics has given Meetup.com an unexpected boost in this run-up to the 2004 election, but the site is about more than just politics. Matt Meeker, Peter Kamali and Scott Heiferman came up with the idea shortly after September 11, 2001. Robert Putnam’s Bowling Alone, a book about how Americans have gradually lost a sense of community, had also just been released, and the founders were looking for a way to use the Internet to bring back some of that community spirit. So far, their idea seems to be working. 
www.computoredge.com/colorado/Editorial/inside2.htm

Some topics of interest are amerhistory.meetup.com, americanparty.meetup.com, and biblestudy.meetup.com.  If you’ve got some time and want to share or hear some ideas, give it a try!
–

· Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act. In a 300-page ruling released today (10 Dec 2003), the U.S. Supreme Court has upheld several key provisions of the nation’s new campaign finance law, the Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act, also known as “McCain-Feingold,” passed and signed by President Bush on March 27, 2002.

A lower court panel of federal judges had issued its own, “fractured” ruling earlier this year, but that ruling was superseded by today’s decision.  While all this legal wrangling has taken place, the new rules in BCRA have already taken effect, and the rules have been observed while the country waited for the Supreme Court to make its final ruling.  That ruling came today (10 Dec 03).

The court, in a split decision, ruled that the government may ban “soft money,” from campaigns and may restrict “issue ads.”  One key provision, on a 5-4 vote, restricts some TV and radio “issue ads” for a period before election day.  Another provision upheld banning unlimited donations of “soft money” to political parties, according to the ruling.  ATTENTION VOTERS: (1) have a reliable source for making election decisions and (2) watch for an increase on mailouts.  NM Primary is in Jun 2004.
–

· FOF Calls on Congress to “Clean House” at the FCC
Colorado Springs—Focus on the Family Vice President of Public Policy Tom Minnery, decrying a “a total breakdown of standards” at the Federal Communications Commission, called today for Congress to “clean house” at the agency and remove the officials responsible for allowing the public airwaves to become poisoned by vulgarity and indecency.

In the meantime – keep an eye (and ear) on your TV around children.
–
· Financial Accountability. If you are donating to or planning to donate to a charity or Christian organization, carefully consider these principles to practice good stewardship.
www.ecfa.org/ContentEngine.asp?Page=wanttogive

Is the charity or organization a member of the Evangelical Council for Financial Accountability?
Remember to tithe to your local church before donating to a charity or Christian organization.
–
RESOURCES


LOCAL
Albuquerque Bible College
Ask Jesus Now
CareNet Pregnancy Center of Albuquerque
Christian Assoc of Parent Educators
Creation Science Fellowship NM
Educate NM
Free Indeed Ministries
Greater Southwest Council BSA
Habitat for Humanity
Hope Christian Schools
Joy Junction
Parenting Teenagers
Principles
Rio Grande Enrichment Studies
Shepherd's Guide
Tijeras Foundation
Trinity Southwest University

NATIONAL
America Bless God
American Christian History Institute
American Family Association
Center for Reclaiming America
Center for the American Founding
Christian History Institute
Early Church Fathers
Faith Facts
Family Research Council
Focus on the Family
Focus on the Family Pastors Weekly Briefing
Foundation for Biblical Government
Frontline Fellowship
Pilgrim Institute
Principle Approach International
Providence Foundation
Summit Ministries
Vision America
Wallbuilders



Community Impact News is authored by:
Mark Burton, Foothills Fellowship, 294-0016
Pager 971-2053
Please forward events/articles/links to principles@integrity.com.
If anyone you know would like to receive this newsletter directly,
please have them send an email to principles@integrity.com. 
We are not currently funded for a paper mailout.
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