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PRINCIPLE – the source or origin of 
anything; a general truth, a truth so 
broad and sweeping that many other 
truths can be considered offshoots of it




PRAYER – I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, 
intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; for kings, and 
for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life 
in all godliness and honesty. For this is good and acceptable in the sight 
of God our Saviour; Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto 
the knowledge of the truth. I Tim 2:1-4


· New Year’s Eve – safety on the highways (sober drivers)
- renewed strength to serve God in the new year  Ps 103
· MLK Day - Love for people groups different from ourselves 
There is only one human race.

· Lo, children are an heritage of the Lord and the fruit of the womb
is his reward. Ps 127:3 

· Sanctity of Human Life Sunday and JFA exhibit at UNM

· 2004 Legislative Session – adopt a legislator for prayer

· Supreme Court review of "one nation, under God" 

· Presidential Prayer Team - www.presidentialprayerteam.org
Presidential Prayer Kids - www.presidentialprayerkids.org 

· Prayer Warrior for America - www.visionamerica.org/-support/prayer.htm

ENCOUNTER – And he called his ten servants, and delivered them ten pounds, and said unto them, Occupy till I come. Luk 19:13

Dec 31 - New Year's Eve (PRAYER!)

Jan 15 - Jan 25 - ICR NM Loop Tour
Speaker: Mike Riddle, former Olympic athlete and Microsoft communications expert
Contact Kerri Lambert at (619) 448-0900, x6020

Jan 15
Gallup NM
Lighthouse

Jan 16
Grants NM
OPEN

Jan 17
Albuquerque NM
Rio Grande Baptist Church

Jan 18
Albuquerque NM
Rio Grande Baptist Church

Jan 20
Cedar Crest NM
Cedar Crest Baptist Church

Jan 21
Santa Fe NM
Grace Community Church

Jan 22
Santa Fe NM
OPEN

Jan 23
Espanola NM
First Baptist Espanola

Jan 24
Los Alamos NM
OPEN

Jan 25
Socorro NM
OPEN

Jan 25
Las Cruces NM
OPEN


Jan 19 – Martin Luther King Day, MLK Day of Service, On the Net, Christian Quotes 
Jan 20 – Monthly CSF Meeting @ Faith Bible Church, 9600 Central SE Abq
Jan 20 – Legislative Session Begins (adopt a legislator for prayer)
Jan 20-24 – Symposium on Archaeology and the Bible
Jan 25 – Sanctity of Human Life Sunday; Focus on the Family Resources; Sermon Outline
Jan 26-27 - Justice for All @ UNM

Ongoing
1st Thur, 8-9:30am - Rio Grande Pastor's Alliance, 821-1993


UNDERSTANDING - And of the children of Issachar, which were men 
that had understanding of the time, to know what Israel ought to do; the heads 
of them were two hundred; and all their brethren were at their commandment. 
I Chron 12:32

· Contents: 
The Year in Review
Portraits in Providence
JFA Returns to UNM
Office Decorations
Campaign Finance Reform
Vision America – America Plan, Motivate the Congregation
Greeting Card Recycling
Financial Accountability
– 
· The Year in Review. 
We meet today
To thank Thee for the era done,
And Thee for the opening one.
~John Greenleaf Whittier

There is much happening in America we do not like.  There are also incredible blessings.  I am thankful for both.  Prophets are often ignored so we should be patient.  “Twenty three years the word of the Lord has come to me, and I have spoken to you again and again, but you have not listened.” (Jer 25:3)  Yet we are to occupy until He returns (Luk 19:13).  Truth is making a significant impact in the areas of Creation and human life – foundational to civilization.  “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.”  Efforts are limited by priorities and resources but are multiplied as each person contributes in his/her area of expertise or interest.  

A few significant things from 2003 affecting life in NM:

· NM Legislative Session – There were five bills related to sexual orientation (HB 314, HB 696, SB 28, SB 38, SB 249).  Only SB 28 passed, affecting hiring and firing in NM.  However, it had a “serious flaw: It inadvertently wipes out broad civil rights protections for tens of thousands of New Mexicans.” There is also an effort to repeal SB28 for the general election ballot in Nov 2004.  A bill on sex ed was defeated that could have dismantled abstinence education in NM.  Sexual behavior encouraged in a culture affects families and children – the next generation of leaders.  Society also pays a high price in terms of health care.

· A new ministry, Interfaith Hospitality Network (IHN), began in Feb 03.  IHN helps families get jobs and homes by assisting with transportation, housing, and meals.  Families stay at a church for a week and typically graduate from the program in 6-8 weeks.  Call 268-0331 if your church would like to participate.  www.nihn.org
· Kevin Jackson and Focus on the Family organized a rally supporting Miguel Estrada, a federal judicial nominee.  Judicial nominees have been blocked by fillibuster (preventing a vote).  The process has been a travesty, reflecting on the unwillingness for liberals to debate the issues.  Estrada eventually withdrew after waiting months for a vote that never came.

· Ask Jesus Now lifting up the Name of Jesus in the community. “And the Son of Man must be lifted up, just as that metal snake was lifted up by Moses in the desert. Then everyone who has faith in the Son of Man will have eternal life.” 
John 3:14-15  “Always use the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to thank God the Father for everything.” Eph 5:20

· A new organization, NM Abstinence Education Coaltion, formed to replace the Abstinence Education Advisory Committee abolished by the Richardson Administration.  The Coalition shows great promise for continuing community education in the area of abstinence.  The truth of teen pregnancy, STDs, and emotional trauma speaks for itself when contrasting abstinence and “safe sex” programs.  NM has received about $500,000 a year since 1995 for abstinence education.  Contact Laurel Edenburn, 869-2911, for more information on this essential effort.

· A new organization, NM Intelligent Design Network (IDN), undertook a massive effort to influence NM science standards (K-12).  Joe Renick headed the effort and was successful in eliminating much of the evolutionary indoctrination previously in the standards and promoting options for alternative views on origin of life.  The standards are now organized into three sections – process, content, and history.  The understanding and acceptance of God as Creator was fundamental for American patriots.  Without a Creator, the phrases: “one nation under God, in God we trust, God bless America, all men are created equal, endowed by their Creator,” and the Ten Commandments are all meaningless.  Another significant observation about the progress of ID, is the more we learn about the world around us, the less likely we see it could have happened by accident – esp. in molecular biology.  Phase II, implementation of the science standards into curriculum, will determine if educators will still cling to outdated notions of evolution.

· There were three back-to-back elections in the fall of 2003 – very tiring.
– State Contstitutional Amendments.  Amend 1 established a cabinet position for education (Veronica Garcia).  This has serious implications for homeschooling and State Board of Education.  Garcia was also a proponent for homosexual education materials.  Amend 2 allowed public education to dip deeper into the permanent fund and voters were split right down the middle on this issue.  After a few weeks, the tables eventually tilted in favor of Amend 2 – a great lesson on the importance of each vote.  Public education gained about $75M but we will see if much of it makes it to students and teachers.
– County/City Unification Charter.  This measure to combine Bernalillo County/Albuquerque government has been tried before and failed again.  There is an effort to introduce legislation that will terminate the expensive ongoing studies and elections.  We have levels of government for accountability due to the sinful nature of man.  Without sin, a one-world government would be adequate.  There is necessary duplication in levels of government for accountability..
– City Council Election.  Albuquerque Interfaith sponsored a well attended candidate survey.  Questions were limited to public safety issues but very effective and timely.  We need reliable tools like this for evaluating candidates for public office.

· 13th Annual Christian Heritage Speech Competition.  This annual event allows students in grades 6-12 to present speeches on founding principles and application to present day issues.  About 120 participated this year at Hope Christian School.  Winners are posted at www.rges.cc/chsc.htm.  Hundreds of $$$ were awarded to the top four places in each grade.  The next Christian Heritage Speech Competition will be held at Sandia Prep on Nov 6, 2004.  Watch for information on sponsors and topics.
–

· Portraits in Providence.  KFLQ (FM 91.5) airs a weekend feature by John Kinzer on Sat & Sun at various times.
–

· JFA returns to UNM.  Justice for All will be setting up their pro-life exhibit at UNM again on Jan 26-27, 2004.  Anyone interested in helping with this effort, please respond to this email.  The exhibit is shocking but generates extensive discussion.  The holocaust of abortion is shocking and Jesus would not ignore it if he were here today.  Counseling is available on site for those grieving with post-abortion guilt.  First day  observers who are the loudest often become the most interested in the facts on the second day of the exhibit.
–

· Office decorations.  There have been reports of prohibitions on Christmas office decorations.  We’d like to hear your story and how it was resolved.
–

· Campaign Finance Reform.  In a narrow 5-4 decision, the Supreme Court upheld specific provisions of a major campaign finance reform law.  “By upholding this ban, the Court prohibits public-interest groups from telling the public where their candidates stand on such vital issues as abortiong, cloning, and euthanasia,” said General Council James Bopp of the James Madison Center for Free Speech.  The ban prohibits political groups from mentioning a candidate’s name in an advertisement within 30 days of a state’s primary election and 60 days of a general election, if they are paid “soft money.”

KFLQ reports there will be no impact on their operations due to their non-profit broadcasting status.

Focus on the Family reports there will be no impact on non-partisan voter guides.
–

· Vision America – America Plan. visionamerica.org/-about/americaplan.htm
"7 step" program that spells A.M.E.R.I.C.A.

- Articulate the Biblical basis for Christian citizenship
- Motivate the congregation to begin taking their civic responsibilities seriously    
- Educate the congregation on the 'Why' and 'How' of civic involvement    
- Register to vote All eligible adults in the church    
- Inform the congregation about important policy and moral issues    
- Coordinate, as appropriate, with other like-minded churches in the community        
- Activate the Congregation    

Motivate the congregation to begin taking their civic responsibilities seriously. Most Christians will not become involved in any ministry or take action related to cultural change over the objection or ambivalence of their Pastor. Pastoral leadership makes the difference. Thank your pastor if he supports civic responsibility.
–

· Greeting Card Recycling.  Consider recycling your holiday cards by saving the card fronts that do not have writing on the back.  Send these cards to St. Jude's Ranch for Children in Nevada where they will be made into recycled cards and sold to the public.  St. Jude's Ranch for Children is a nationally recognized community which focuses on the individual needs of abused, abandoned and neglected children of all races and faiths.  You can read more about this program, the Born Again Card Recycling Program, at their website http://stjudesranch.org/content/recycled_card_info.asp. 

The address to send cards is:
St. Jude's Ranch for Children
100 St. Jude's St.
Boulder City, NV 89005-1618
(702) 294-7111
–
· Financial Accountability. If you are donating to or planning to donate to a charity or Christian organization, carefully consider these principles to practice good stewardship.
www.ecfa.org/ContentEngine.asp?Page=wanttogive

Is the charity or organization a member of the Evangelical Council for Financial Accountability?  Remember to tithe to your local church before donating to a charity or Christian organization.
–

RESOURCES


LOCAL
Albuquerque Bible College
Ask Jesus Now
CareNet Pregnancy Center of Albuquerque
Christian Assoc of Parent Educators
Creation Science Fellowship NM
Educate NM
Free Indeed Ministries
Greater Southwest Council BSA
Habitat for Humanity
Hope Christian Schools
Joy Junction
KFLQ
KNKT
KYNM TV 61
Parenting Teenagers
Principles
Rio Grande Enrichment Studies
Shepherd's Guide
Tijeras Foundation
Trinity Southwest University

NATIONAL
America Bless God
American Christian History Institute
American Family Association
Center for Reclaiming America
Center for the American Founding
Christian History Institute
Early Church Fathers
Faith Facts
Family Research Council
Focus on the Family
Focus on the Family Pastors Weekly Briefing
Foundation for Biblical Government
Founding Fathers


HYPERLINK "http://www.frontline.org.za/articles/biblical_principles.htm" \l "Frontline Fellowship"
Frontline Fellowship
Pilgrim Institute
Principle Approach International
Providence Foundation
Summit Ministries
Vision America
Wallbuilders



Community Impact News is authored by:
Mark Burton, Foothills Fellowship, 294-0016
Pager 971-2053
Please forward events/articles/links to principles@integrity.com.
If anyone you know would like to receive this newsletter directly,
please have them send an email to principles@integrity.com. 
We are not currently funded for a paper mailout.
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