
My name is Jill Norton. I have been a New Mexico resident for nearly 18 years.

On Saturday, June 6th, a friend and I attended a Summit on LGBT Rights, hosted by Equality NM at UNM. Here’s the program I received. The Santa Fe Reporter

published a detailed article on this event on June 24th. 

While there, I took copious, careful notes. What was unveiled at this meeting was 

the strategy to bring same sex marriage to New Mexico. The details of this plan were openly discussed. There was never any pretense about domestic partnership legislation being an end unto itself. Any benefits that would result for indigent or heterosexual couples were merely collateral damage.
 

Shannon Minter, a transgender attorney and Lead Counsel for the California Proposition 8 Marriage case, who was advising NM same-sex groups, divulged what we suspected all along. Domestic partner legislation is a necessary step to achieving same sex marriage in New Mexico. He emphasized 3 points:

· 1-Once domestic partnership legislation is law, a discrimination lawsuit will be filed with the NM Supreme Court, demanding gay marriage.
· 2-The ACLU had achieved a number of recent victories in the state of NM and UNM benefits and other non-discrimination laws, helping set the stage for the planned discrimination suit. 
· 3-At that time, there was a limited DOMA (Defense of Marriage Act) challenge in the federal courts. (Obama wants to repeal DOMA.) Once 9 states have legalized gay marriage, a lawsuit will be filed to overturn DOMA, paving the way for same-sex marriage throughout the US.
 

For the 2010 legislative session, their strategy would be altered from the 2009 Legislative Session. Lynn Perls, a pro-domestic partnership, family law attorney was working with attorneys in 2 primary areas:

· 1st-re-writing domestic partnership legislation for the upcoming legislative session, inserting domestic partnership into the marriage statute, along with spouse (section 40 would have 40A along side.)

· 2nd-demonstrating domestic partnership as separate and distinct from marriage while affording benefits equivalent to spousal benefits. The hope was to assuage the Catholic Church’s resistance to domestic partnership. The hope was If the bishops’ changed their position to neutral, it would pave the way for a number of Catholic legislators to vote in favor of domestic partnership. 
What we see in this 816 page domestic partnership bill SB-183 is EXACTLY what was promised. All 340 rights and responsibilities attributed to spouses are afforded to domestic partners.

Senators, do not be fooled. This legislation is a pre-requisite for same-sex marriage. It’s a stage setter, a necessary stepping stone. Most Christian denominations-Catholics, Baptists, and numerous Evangelical churches see it for what it is. The VAST majority of New Mexicans want inheritance and other basic rights available to all. But they CLEARLY are not in favor of same-sex marriage, which will be a done-deal if this legislation passes, with no opportunity to be over-ridden by referendum. In the 2009 legislative session, your constituents made their wishes well known and this stepping stone to same-sex marriage was soundly defeated. Remember EVERY time same-sex marriage has been voted on by citizens, all 31 times, it has been defeated.

Unless you relish a repeat in NM of what happened recently with the election of Scott Brown in MA, I suggest you heed the wishes of New Mexicans and OPPOSE SB-183.

The following shows the insidious progress of the homosexual agenda in NM.
  

New Mexico Adoption Law

New Mexico permits single LGBT individuals and same-sex couples to adopt. In some jurisdictions a person can adopt his or her same-sex partner's adopted child.

New Mexico Birth Certificate Law Gender Identity Issues

New Mexico permits post-operative transsexuals to amend their sex on their birth certificates.

New Mexico Custody and Visitation Law

Courts typically will not consider a parent's sexual orientation in custody and visitation determinations unless it is shown to adversely affect or harm the child(ren). There have been no cases dealing with transgender parents. Courts will allow a former same-sex partner (with no legal or biological relationship to the child(ren)) to petition for visitation.

New Mexico Donor Insemination Law

New Mexico law permits unmarried women to undergo donor insemination.

New Mexico Hate Crimes Law

State law covers hate crimes based on gender identity and sexual orientation.

New Mexico Marriage/Relationship Recognition Law

No provision of New Mexico explicitly addresses same-sex marriages celebrated in another jurisdiction. The state offers domestic partnership benefits to state employees.

New Mexico Non-Discrimination Law

New Mexico law protects against discimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity.

New Mexico School Law

New Mexico law does not address school issues relating to sexual orientation or gender identity.

New Mexico Sodomy Law

The New Mexico sodomy law was repealed in 1975.

New Mexico Surrogacy Law

New Mexico law permits surrogacy agreements.
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